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one American against another. We do 
enough of that ourselves; we don’t need 
anybody else’s help. And the record is 
clear, in terms of 2016, that Russia was 
all over the place spreading 
disinformation, trying to create con-
flict within the Democratic primary, 
within the Republican primary, and 
during the general election. 

November will be here before we 
know it. Here is what we have to ask 
ourselves as a body—and eventually be 
held accountable by the public and his-
tory. What did we do in July to answer 
the alarm raised by Director Dan Coats 
about the warning lights blinking red? 
I see attacks on critical infrastructure 
going on today, and I will expect them 
to continue. We need to up our game as 
a nation. 

I don’t know how any of us can go to 
our constituents in November and say 
that we answered Dan Coats’ call if we 
do nothing. So I hope that Senator 
MCCONNELL and Senator SCHUMER can 
find a way to come up with a common 
agenda—maybe starting with the 
Rubio-Van Hollen bill—to see if there 
is common ground to deal with a com-
mon problem. 

I would ask President Trump not to 
look backward, but to look forward. I 
have no doubt that you won the elec-
tion, Mr. President, in 2016. The Rus-
sians didn’t beat Ms. Clinton; you did. 
But what they are up to now can jeop-
ardize our democracy. 

We are just a stone’s throw away 
from their changing vote totals. Sen-
ator RUBIO knows this better than I be-
cause he is on the Intelligence Com-
mittee. They are already infiltrating 
voter registration files. It would not be 
much of a leap to have some votes 
flipped through cyber attacks. So we 
have a chance in the coming days— 
working together, not against each 
other—to find solutions to this prob-
lem. I am sure whatever we come up 
with will not be perfect, but at least we 
tried. The one thing I cannot live with 
is not trying. 

I have known Dan Coats for well over 
a decade, Secretary Pompeo, the entire 
national security team, Senator BURR, 
Senator WARNER, Senator RUBIO—they 
all tell us the same thing: Our critical 
infrastructure is under attack by for-
eign powers, Russia being the leader. 
The question for us is, What do we do 
about it? 

I am hoping that next week the 
President will call the Congress to-
gether, in a bipartisan fashion, to come 
up with some preventive measures to 
protect our infrastructure, when it 
comes to the November election, and 
that we, as a nation, try to figure out 
what the rules of engagement are going 
to be, not to just defend ourselves from 
aggression but punish the aggressor. 

I don’t have all the answers. I am not 
suggesting this is my area of expertise, 
because it is not, but I am smart 
enough to know Russia is going to con-
tinue what they did in 2016, until some-
body makes them pay a heavy price, 
and it is just not Russia; be it Iran, 

China, North Korea, or other bad ac-
tors. 

I don’t know how, as a body, we can 
live with ourselves if we don’t try to 
heed Dan Coats’ warnings. They are 
not just given by him but by those who 
work for him, who are nonpolitical, 
who have made it their life’s work to 
find ways to protect this Nation. 

So, Mr. President, we have a chance 
to bring the Congress together. Chal-
lenge us to work with you to find solu-
tions to this looming threat, better 
ways to defend America’s critical in-
frastructure when it comes to our 2018 
election, and challenge us to work with 
you. I hope we will be smart enough to 
meet that challenge, and I hope you 
will issue that challenge. You are the 
most special person in our constitu-
tional democracy when it comes to na-
tional security. You are the Com-
mander in Chief. You rightly criticized 
President Obama for being slow when 
it came to reacting to Russian inter-
ference in 2016. I am sure that was a 
hard call for President Obama, but 
there is no doubt in my mind that you, 
the Senate, and the House are now on 
notice—by your own intelligence serv-
ices—that Russia is interfering now 
and will continue to do so up to 2018 
and beyond unless somebody stops 
them. At a minimum, we should come 
up with defensive measures available 
to us. As a nation, we need to deal with 
this threat. 

I am not worried about a foreign 
power taking over our country in a 
conventional military fashion. I am 
worried about foreign powers and ter-
rorist organizations using cyber at-
tacks to cripple our country, our econ-
omy, our finances, and our energy, but, 
most importantly, the heart and soul 
of democracy, which is free and fair 
elections. Putin wants no part of free 
and fair elections. All of us should very 
much want to have a free and fair elec-
tion in 2018. We are not going to have 
one unless we push back together and 
push back now. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 
Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate re-
sume legislative session for a period of 
morning business, with Senators per-
mitted to speak therein. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

NIGER 
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, as vice 

chairman of the Appropriations Com-
mittee, I want to draw the Senate’s at-
tention to the plight of civil society 
leaders in Niger, where political and 
civil rights have been deteriorating 
over the last several years. This dis-
turbing trend threatens the U.S.–Niger 
partnership and should concern each of 
us. 

Mahamadou Issoufou was elected 
President of Niger in 2011 and, in the 
following years, worked cooperatively 
with Niger’s international partners, in-
cluding the United States, to make 
progress toward the restoration of 
democratic governance in that coun-
try. Our countries have partnered to-
gether on health, development, and hu-
manitarian assistance programs, and 
as we all know, we have suffered tragic 
losses together in the fight against ter-
rorism. 

Progress toward democratic govern-
ance has been significantly eroded. 
Since the run up to President 
Issoufou’s reelection in 2016, the gov-
ernment has increasingly persecuted 
opposition politicians, journalists, 
peaceful protesters, and civil society 
leaders in a manner that has under-
mined progress and stability in the 
country. 

This trend has not gone unnoticed. 
The State Department noted in its 
most recent Human Rights Report that 
Niger’s significant human rights issues 
include harsh and life-threatening pris-
on and detention center conditions, de-
tention of opposition politicians, and 
restrictions on freedom of assembly. In 
November 2017, Niger withdrew from 
the global Extractive Industries Trans-
parency Initiative after being sus-
pended for failing to meet good govern-
ance standards, including for its re-
pression of civil society. 

An example of this disturbing trend 
involves the arrest of several dozen 
civil society leaders between March 
and April of this year, in connection 
with demonstrations against the coun-
try’s new finance law. Many of these 
individuals, like Ali Idrissa, the coordi-
nator for the Network of Organizations 
for Budgetary Transparency and Anal-
ysis, are affiliated with Publish What 
You Pay and are advocates for trans-
parency and accountability of Niger’s 
revenues in order to combat corrup-
tion. That effort should be a shared 
goal in Niger. Peaceful public assembly 
and calls for accountability should not 
result in imprisonment. 

I urge the Trump administration, 
other donor governments, including 
the EU, and the international financial 
institutions to hold the government of 
Niger accountable for respecting its 
citizens’ right to freedom of expression 
and assembly and to join me in calling 
on President Issoufou to release the de-
tainees and to dismiss the charges 
against these individuals. This is now a 
matter of urgency, as four civil society 
leaders reportedly face jail sentences 
at a judgment hearing on July 24. 

Doing so would be a positive step by 
the government of Niger toward prov-
ing that it is serious about upholding 
the values that underscore our partner-
ship, including to maintain its eligi-
bility under the recently initiated Mil-
lennium Challenge Corporation Com-
pact. That Compact is now subject to 
heightened scrutiny by the Appropria-
tions Committee, which provides the 
funding for it. 
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VOTE EXPLANATION 

Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, I was 
unable to attend yesterday’s vote on 
the nomination of Scott Stump, of Col-
orado, to be Assistant Secretary for 
Career, Technical, and Adult Edu-
cation, Department of Education. Had I 
been able to attend, I would have sup-
ported the nomination. 

f 

CONFIRMATION OF SCOTT STUMP 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, 
yesterday the Senate voted to confirm 
Scott Stump, who was nominated to 
serve as Assistant Secretary for Ca-
reer, Technical, and Adult Education 
at the Department of Education. Mr. 
Stump will be in charge of matters re-
lated to career, technical, and adult 
education at the high school and post-
secondary levels. 

Stump is well-qualified for this role. 
He spent nearly 14 years at the Colo-
rado Community College System as as-
sistant provost for career and technical 
education, where he was in charge of 
directing the system’s career and tech-
nical education programs and guiding 
implementation of the Carl D. Perkins 
Career and Technical Education Act. 
He is also a past president of the Na-
tional Association of State Directors of 
Career Technical Education Consor-
tium, now called Advance CTE. He is 
supported by the Association for Ca-
reer and Technical Education and Ad-
vance CTE. He was approved by the 
HELP Committee on June 26, 2018, by 
voice vote. 

Mr. Stump will be key in carrying 
out the Perkins Act reauthorization, 
which I expect Congress to complete its 
work on this year. The reauthoriza-
tion, which aligns Federal dollars more 
closely with the needs of employers 
and employees and gives States more 
flexibility in spending Federal dollars, 
was passed out of the HELP Committee 
unanimously on June 26, 2018. The 
House of Representatives passed its re-
authorization on June 22, 2017. 

I look forward to working with Mr. 
Stump as he takes on this role at the 
Department of Education, and I urge 
my colleagues to support him as well. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ROCCO SICILIANO 

Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, today 
I wish to commemorate the life of 
Rocco Siciliano, of Beverly Hills, CA. 
This combat-decorated veteran of 
World War II served his Nation as an 
infantry platoon leader in the 10th 
Mountain Infantry Division in Italy, 
earned the Bronze Star for Valor, the 
Combat Infantryman’s Badge, and the 
Army Special Commendation Medal. 
He and thousands of his fellow country-
men served as soldiers in the liberation 
of Europe under Supreme Allied Com-
mander General Dwight D. Eisenhower, 
a fellow Kansan and personal hero of 
mine. Rocco later served in President 
Eisenhower’s administration, first as 
an assistant secretary in the U.S. De-

partment of Labor from 1953 to 1957, 
then as Special Assistant to the Presi-
dent for Personnel Management poli-
cies from 1957 to 1959. This leads me to 
the reason I rise today. 

Rocco Siciliano, after decades of 
service to our Nation in many signifi-
cant roles and having secured many ac-
complishments over his illustrious ca-
reer in both the public and private sec-
tors, was elected chairman of the 
Dwight D. Eisenhower Memorial Com-
mission in 2001. Joined on the commis-
sion by fellow decorated World War II 
combat veterans, Senators Daniel 
Inouye and Ted Stevens, Rocco led the 
commission whose congressionally 
mandated mission is to create a na-
tional memorial to our 34th president, 
Dwight D. Eisenhower. Rocco success-
fully led the Commission for 14 years 
before stepping down as chair in 2015. 
As Rocco’s successor as chair of the 
Commission, I feel I must recognize 
him for his significant accomplish-
ments. During his tenure, Rocco guided 
the commission through the processes 
of memorial site selection and the de-
sign competition. His remarkable and 
steadfast work has helped the commis-
sion get us to this memorable juncture. 
The memorial to Ike is under construc-
tion in our Nation’s Capital, between 
4th and 6th Streets on Independence 
Avenue, Southwest. Rocco continues to 
serve as chair emeritus on the commis-
sion as one of the four Presidentially 
appointed commissioners. The commis-
sion seeks to dedicate the completed 
memorial to Ike on May 8, 2020, the 
75th anniversary of V–E Day. 

Speaking on behalf of the Eisenhower 
Memorial Commission, I wish to recog-
nize Rocco’s patriotism, leadership, 
perseverance, and tenacity that have 
been of great benefit to our Nation. He 
has been a valued colleague in this 
monumental endeavor, and I stand to 
honor him today. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

REMEMBERING MARCUS J. YATES 

∑ Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, today I 
wish to join the Philadelphia commu-
nity in renaming the 6000 block of 
Springfield Avenue to Marcus J. Yates 
Way. 

Thirty years ago, on July 18, 1988, a 
gun fight on this block took the life of 
5-year-old Marcus Yates. Marcus’s 
death was a tragedy that prompted 
Philadelphia residents to seek change 
in their community, and while today’s 
street dedication leaves us with a daily 
reminder of Marcus’s life, it also serves 
as a testament to the dedication of the 
Yates family and those who stood 
alongside them, to ensure that his 
death would not be in vain. 

Marcus’s killing served as the inspi-
ration for efforts to better protect the 
children of west Philadelphia. Neigh-
bors looked to create new, safer spaces 
for children, with residents setting up 
sports teams and drama clubs. Fol-

lowing the incident, citizens also orga-
nized a number of antidrug groups and 
held antidrug marches throughout the 
city, citing the increase in drug traf-
ficking as a cause for the increase in 
gun violence in the community. 

In 1990, the Yates family opened the 
Marcus J. Yates Home for Children, 
housing over 30 foster children from 
the area. Since their son’s death, the 
Yates family has become advocates 
against gun violence, seeking to pre-
vent similar devastation from occur-
ring throughout the Nation. They have 
taken this effort from the municipal 
level all the way to the Federal Gov-
ernment. 

When people described Marcus, they 
often commented on his vibrant, wel-
coming spirit. It is a tragedy that the 
community lost a bright soul at such a 
young age. Through the efforts of 
Marcus’s family and his community, 
his legacy is one of advocacy and ac-
tion. They have worked tirelessly to 
ensure that his short life was not lost 
in vain. 

The efforts of the West Philadelphia 
community, as well as the resilience of 
the Yates family are examples for us 
all. Their actions show us that with 
compassion and collaboration, tragedy 
can be a driving force for positive 
change. We honor their efforts and 
their persistence today on the anniver-
sary of a life taken too soon.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JACKSON WILLIAM 
‘‘J.W.’’ STINE 

∑ Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. President, today I 
would like to acknowledge and honor 
Jackson William ‘‘J.W.’’ Stine on his 
100th birthday. Mr. Stine is a longtime 
businessman and World War II veteran 
combat pilot who has served the State 
of Louisiana for many years. 

Mr. Stine was born to Sulphur resi-
dents Andrew and Elma Stine on July 
22, 1918. He attended Normal College— 
today Northwestern State University— 
and went on to marry his high school 
sweetheart, Doris ‘‘Dee Dee’’ Drost on 
January 14, 1944. They remained mar-
ried for 67 years until Dee Dee passed 
away in 2011. Together they raised 
seven children, and today, they have 31 
grandchildren and 71 great-grand-
children. 

J.W. joined the U.S. Army Air Corps 
in 1944. Captain Stine flew over 40 com-
bat missions as a pilot of a B–26 air-
craft over Germany, Italy, and France. 
He flew the B–26 Marauder in the 17th 
Bombardment Group. J.W., with the 
17th Bombardment Group, and con-
ducted bombing missions against crit-
ical targets throughout the Mediterra-
nean, Italy, France, and Germany. It 
received the Distinguished Unit Cita-
tion, DUC, for its support of the Anzio 
invasion and another for its out-
standing performance over Schwein-
furt. For operations in support the in-
vasion of France, it received the 
French Croix de Guerre with Palm. 

J.W. and his best friend, J.C. Carlin, 
opened a construction company in Sul-
phur after World War II and then a 
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